
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
FULL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

(January Meeting Rescheduled to this Date) 
February 4, 2009; 4:30p.m. 

Council Chambers 
 

 
 PRESENT     ABSENT                                   
 Trena Carter Akua B. Agyei 
 Ian Kohen  Tony McClendon 
 Greg Lewis  Rosalind Pegram 
 Gil Palmer Jason Staley 
 Pam Vincent John Stroh 
 John Roberts   
  Volunteer: Shiva Rallapalli 
            
  
STAFF PRESENT:   
Director Arlette Tinsley, Deputy Director Lorraine Smith and Secretary Lula Young 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:  
Commissioner Ian Kohen made a motion to approve the November 2008 minutes, seconded by 
Commissioner Trena Carter.  Minutes approved unanimously. 
 
TREASURER'S REPORT: 
Deputy Director Smith reported the balance as of January 1, 2009; $6,619.95 after a $200.00 
disbursement to the Inclusive Community Coalition in November 2008. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

Director Tinsley announced a black history event to be held in the City Hall Council Chambers 

the following week.  The speaker, Dr. Leon Bass, was one of the first soldiers to enter 

Buchenwald concentration camp.  Dr. Bass, an African-American educator who has received 

many awards including being honored by Jewish Women International would be making his 

presentation from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Deputy Director Smith responded very quickly to the 

opportunity made available by Cummins, Inc and created the invitation and flyer for the event. 

Director Tinsley advised that staff will send the information out electronically for Commissioner 

review and distribution.   

 

- 1 - 



Director Tinsley continued by informing Commissioners about the Essay & Art contest topics 

and that this year the topics were taken from two national contests.  The essay contest topic, 

“Listen to a Life” from the Legacy Project essay competition provides the opportunity for the 

entrant to win a very high-powered computer system preloaded with Adobe Digital School 

Collection software.  She went on to advise that the disability art contest doesn’t offer an award 

but is part of a national campaign.  The director advised that although this should not be an 

option used every year, it is helpful this year due to budget constraints.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Director Tinsley advised she would be sharing the Mayor’s State of the City address with 

Commissioners.  She advised that his speech was very good and included several really good 

quotes on celebrating diversity and being an inclusive community; she would also like to share 

the quotes with the CAMEO group.  The Director informed Commissioners that the 2010 budget 

is anticipated to be worse than 2009 and that city government officials are operating under a 

hiring freeze and that anyone who leaves the city’s employ will not be replaced.  The only 

positions being filled are those not funded by city dollars.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Director Tinsley advised that both she and Deputy Director Smith are participating in two Six 

Sigma projects.  She advised one project is being facilitated by Sameer Samudra with Tracy 

Souza as the sponsor and Ian Kohen as a team member.  The second project is one the Mayor 

has required all department heads to participate in, and requires that both she and Lorraine 

attend class each Thursday.  The class is taught by Terrell Paradise.  This training is offered 

free by Ivy Tech and has a six week commitment.  Upon completion, both she and the deputy 

director will utilize Six Sigma to examine cost-effective measures for necessary legal research 

resources.  The Director advised that a report would be made to the Commission when the 

projects were completed. 

 

Director Tinsley informed Commissioners that the office has been very busy with multiple 

intakes involving both employment and housing issues.  Two housing cases were dropped, as 

the complainants were afraid that Immigration would be contacted.  Commissioners inquired 

about any potential complaint mediations.  Discussion ensued. 

 

Commissioners were advised by the Director of the staffing change within the police department 

involving Sgt. Brian Wilder who would no longer be the Cultural Liaison officer for the police 

department.  The duties of the Cultural liaison officer are being reassigned to Lt. Joe Richardson 
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as the public information officer and that Sgt. Brian Wilder is transferring to a technology 

position within the department.  The Director went on to suggest that the G/SA may want to 

invite Lt. Richardson to a meeting in order to build a rapport with this new liaison. 

 

  

OPEN FORUM: 

Commissioner Roberts announced that the Freedom Wall is now set up in the Columbus 

Learning Center for anyone interested in participating.   He advised that the wall provides 

people with an opportunity to post their thoughts and desires about what freedom means to 

them here in the United States. 

 

Commissioner Roberts also announced an Ivy Tech Black History celebration on February 17th 

and the guest speaker will be Deputy Director Lorraine Smith.  Commissioner Roberts also 

advised that some civic leaders and Commissioners will be invited to attend a community 

leader’s reception on Monday, March 2nd.   

 

Commissioner Palmer advised that he attended the ‘Tapestry of History’ presentation by 

Carolyn Williams and that it included many artifacts from the slavery era.  The presentation was 

very interesting.  He also advised that Ms. Williams may return in February or March 2009 with 

her artifacts and the symbols and designs used on quilts, which she explains during her 

presentation. 

 

Commissioner Palmer announced that IUPUC will enhance 21st Century Scholarships and Pell 

Grants up to a maximum of $5,000 for unmet needs of students qualifying with a minimum SAT 

score of 1000 and 21 on the ACT college entrance exams. 

 

 

ACTION ITEM –2009 COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE: 

Commissioners reviewed the proposed dates for 2009 Commission meetings.  

 

Commissioner Carter moved to accept meeting dates as submitted.  Commissioner 
Kohen seconded.  Motion carried. 
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE/SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR 2009-10: 

 

After being appointed as the Acting Vice-Chairperson by the Chairperson, Commissioner Carter 

asked for volunteers to serve on the executive officer nominating committee.  Commissioners 

Kohen and Roberts volunteered to serve with Commissioner Carter on the Nominating 

Committee.  Discussion ensued. 

 

C.A.M.E.O.: 

Deputy Director Smith provided Commissioners with an update advising that C.A.M.E.O. was 

progressing well.  She reported the process is moving nicely and the actual work began on 

January 21, 2009 with meetings facilitated by Director Tinsley who guided the associations 

through steps on how to conduct a meeting, set an agenda, set goals and objectives.  The 

deputy director advised that approximately 15 associations representing Pakistani, Latin 

American, Trinibago, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, India, Middle East and African-American 

cultures where in attendance.    Deputy Director Smith went on to provide an overview of the 

goals and aspirations of Heritage Fund regarding C.A.M.E.O. as well as those voiced by the 

representatives of the individual associations.  Discussion ensued. 

 

 

ANNUAL DINNER: 

Director Tinsley informed Commissioners contest packets would soon be ready and requested 

Commissioner assistance in distributing the packets to schools and students.  Invitations for the 

Annual Dinner on March 30th at 6:30 are scheduled to go out and tickets are ready to be printed.  

The press release will go out.  The Director voiced a concern regarding the economic situation 

of the community affecting ticket sales and the potential for a smaller dinner. 

 

LIAISON UPDATE – GAY/STRAIGHT ALLIANCE: 

Commissioner Kohen reported that the G/SA members were disappointed to learn that Officer 

Brian Wilder will no longer be the cultural liaison for the police department and are in the 

process of preparing a commendation for his efforts.  The G/SA did not have any major issues 

brought forth.  Discussion ensued. 
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LIAISON UPDATE – INTERFAITH FORUM: 

Commissioner Lewis advised that he had attended the January Interfaith Forum-Columbus 

meeting.    Lila Pagni has requested his assistance in garnering student action to begin a letter 

writing campaign to other state senators and representatives to encourage other states to 

recognize Reconciliation Day.  Commissioner Lewis advised that so far, that outreach to 

students has not produced the desired interest. 

 

 OTHER BUSINESS – LEGAL UPDATE: 

 New ADA Amendments and Implications 

Director Tinsley informed Commissioners of the dramatic changes to the ADA.  She advised 

that the Amendments will change the kinds of cases that can be filed.  The ADA, before 

amendment, had a very narrow definition/description of what constitutes a disability and the 

associated corrective measures.  The amended Act (Americans with Disabilities Amended Act – 

ADAA) now has a broad description of a disability and Commission staff would need to triple to 

handle the potential caseload that an ordinance involving the (ADAA) could generate.  Director 

Tinsley went on to inform Commissioners of key areas of protection granted under the ADAA 

such as the genetics protection law.  Discussion ensued. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Commissioner Carter moved to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Roberts 
seconded.  Meeting adjourned. 
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